
 

Rhino Lessons 

After the World Youth Rhino Summit in September of 2014, the 12 Uplands College delegates – feeling 

empowered and excited about the prospect of 2015, met to discuss what they might do to improve, and 

bring awareness to, the plight of the Rhino. It was decided that the best way to get the information “out 

there” is to educate the children who live in close proximity to our Kruger National Park.  

The SMILE initiative, where a group of dedicated student-teachers give English lessons to Grade 4 learners 

from Maqamela Primary School on our Uplands campus, is the place to start.  It is with this group of 

children that we have initiated our rhino lessons.  Chris Daniel, the author of “Bongi’s Quest” – a tale about 

a young rhino who sets off on a journey to discover what happened to the horn that was taken from his 

uncle - has partnered with us in our own quest. The delegates purchased 100 copies of this book in Siswati 

and with an English translation, to give to the SMILE children and use as a base for the learning to take 

place.  

On Wednesday 4th of March the SMILE learners arrived at Uplands for a thrilling lesson.  They were 

introduced to a life-sized cast of a rhino which was immediately enveloped by the curious children, who 

were in complete wonder at this, for some of them, unknown animal.  

After ushering the excitable children onto our story carpet in the drama centre, we began interacting with 

them to find out what they knew about wildlife. It was wonderful to see how many do know what the Big 5 

are.  Even more satisfying, however was teaching those who did not know before.   

Chris Daniel, disguised as a rhinoceros poked his head into the room and “upped the ante”.   To the delight 

of the learners, Mr. Daniel pranced around in his rhino suit.  Chris spent the next half hour teaching the 

children about poaching and how important rhinos are to us.  We subsequently distributed the books to 

their new owners - delighted children.   Mamma V. from our Outreach Programme, animatedly, read the 

Siswati version of the story to a floor full of enraptured listeners. 

Thereafter, these special Grade 4s signed a pledge to be Rhino Warriors and tell someone if they ever saw 

or heard something about rhino poaching.  As they boarded their buses, clutching their books, we felt that 

we had brought joy to the lives of others BUT, more importantly, we had made a start in saving the lives of 

our rhinos.   

These lessons will take place once a quarter for as long as we can sustain them.  Our aim is to reach 100 

Maqamela students, who live on the boarder of the Kruger national Park, each year.  Once we have refined 

our lessons we will take them to any community school in an area directly linked to the wildlife industry.   If 

you would like us to bring the lessons to your school, please contact us at Uplands College 013 7513141. 

Proudly Rhino Wrriors 

Uplands Rhino Ambassadors Leigh Torre (Chairman) Gr 12; Sarah Pepworth Gr 12; Brandon Cordeiro Gr 12; 

Joshua Rogers Gr12;  Andrew Mullins Gr 12; Robert Fletcher Gr 12; Emma van der Meulen Gr 11; Lisa 

Tompson Gr 11; Megan Potgieter; Delano van Rooyen Gr 11; Jared Adams Gr 11; Robyn Forte Gr 11. 

 





 

For lots more photos please visit the Uplands College 

Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.62535

0414265469.1073742111.307502379383609&type=3 
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